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Dear all Gurkhas  

Please refer to the writings of Chandra Luxamba, and his terminology of Bigotry, and the tirade by Ram Narayan 

Khandawa,  who suggests that Gurkhas have been discriminated against for a very long Time.  

 Gurkhas were Locally recruited by the East India Company, firstly as Labour to build roads Godowns ( Gadam), 

and Churches for the British. As they saved the goods of Opium, Silk , Indigo and Tea from being Hijacked and 

resold to HEIC for ransom, Gurkhas were given Infantry Rifle Training, and called Pioneers. [Barfoots 

Pioneers].After the Nepal wars all the Nepali Prisoners were enlisted into the Gurkha Brigade of three Regiments 

of Light Infantry. From 1805 Gurkhas were both Infantry and Pioneers, but after 1857, all Gurkhas were 

REBRANDED, as Riflemen and were thence only Infantry. By their military skills they became the best Soldiers 

in the Indian Army , acknowledging their Skill and Loyalty and after the Mutiny every Brigade formation had a 

battalion of Gurkhas or British. But as Gurkhas were Asians of the British Indian Army they got the same terms 

and conditions of Service as Indian Soldiers. There was absolutely NO discrimination between Indian and 

Gurkha Soldiers, OF The British Indian Army.  Britain then agreed the Tripartite agreement for employment 

of Gurkhas , and Gurkhas became Integral Parts of both Armies , CONFIRMING their Status in the Indian 

Army, But on the same scale of Pay and Pensions and the management systems that applied to Indian Soldiers. 

Only when in 1955 that India refused to increase Pensions only for Gurkhas that the TPA started to wabble.  

It went seriously wrong for British Gurkhas from 1965-1968 when British Gurkhas , on a cost cutting principle 

were REBRANDED, and MoD stopped All Gurkhas being disbanded only because of their rights being taken 

away, supposedly on Cost Grounds This  was made worse by Headquarters Brigade of Gurkhas who allowed 

Gurkhas to be abused by the authority of Rebranding. 

MoD relied on Gurkhas each fighting for a place in Brigade of Gurkhas where Gurkhas vied with each other 

to enlist WHATEVER the Conditions of Service and Pay were. MoD has successfully relied on Gurkhas not to 

Join together to demand a reasonable settlement.  This was partially redressed in the Gurkha Terms and 

Conditions of Service 2007, after which Gurkhas have ONLY justifiable complaint for  those enlisted before 

1965, and their plight. MoD  demanded  that all non Serving Gurkhas, be classed as Foreigners needing 

Immigration procedures. These Procedures were a cheat or a sham, and EVEN those with 25-30 years of 

SERVICE in the British Army are still treated as Foreigners. 

 

British Council of Gurkhas was solely set up to unify and  educate Gurkhas for their struggle to get a FAIR Deal. 

Until 1955 all Gurkhas were in the well tested , respected and convenient satisfactory Service Life in  Gurkha 

Service which was 150 years old . The main pillar to this system was the automatic Pension, and everyone except 

Mischief Makers were allowed to serve, until pensionable. This applied to the British Soldier and the British 

Indian Army, and this system was a winner 

There is no plan for British Council of Gurkhas to do anything more, and we have tried to get you all to 

understand the LOGIC of the situation. AND to get you all asking for the same winnable solution to your 

problems.On12 August 2003 at the first meeting of BGWS , of a new chairman, I offered to show you the way, 

and sadly there were people who wanted to be politicians at the meeting, and they thought they “knew it all”, 

being very clever people. This has not changed. Gurkhas are so wrapped up in their desire to “ lead the Gurkhas to 

the never never land”, that they always take the wrong road, or tramp in a circle, making the same noises.  
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You have been UNFAIRLY treated but as will be explained it is Not Discrimination nor is it Bigotry, because 

of your ignorance of the true and LEGAL meaning of the Words used, and the skill of MoD in continuing to cheat 

you, through narrow usage of their  words , that are meaningful LEGALLY. There are countless attempts to “”Get 

Justice “” that are trampled upon by MoD’s Lawyers. The few who have got justice are ONLY those who have 

been allowed to negotiate, because they already have a winnable case for justice.  I said at the meeting on 2 Feb 

2014 at Tongham Road that if I were to be given an instruction to build a bridge all I need to know is where(What 

Watercourse,) and how much water needs to go through it safely. The same applies to Gurkha Situation,  

1 You need to prove the Rebranding of Gurkhas from 1965 to 1968 was illegal according to the 

Tripartite Agreement, because by removing Gurkhas from being an Integral part of the British Army 

you were branded as Mercenaries and Foreigners. This was a deliberate misreading of the TPA by 

clever lawyers and then given to HQBG to Implement.[ This ignored the TPA and the Kaida of 

Gurkha Service and norms. ] But it gave MoD authority to change your Status and separate you from 

the Armed forces of UK, hence as foreigners and mercenaries you could be given any deal and No 

deal WOULD BE DIASCRIMINATORY, as you were no longer British Soldiers, and there were no 

others the same as you , so no comparison  by which Discrimination could be judged.. This was 

gross misuse of power by MoD based on Legally inspired misuse of the situation.  

2 The ONLY TIME that GURKHAS HAVE CORPORATELY WON, was in the High Court in 2008. 

There is much misinformation about this event.  In a nutshell, Gopal Chintan on instructions of 

Padambahadur Gurung, of GAESO, tried to file a CASE FOR SIX Gurkhas using the Logic of 

Discrimination, to ask for Redress. As Gurkhas were Foreigners and Mercenaries there was no 

discrimination and MoD using its Rules for Gurkhas rejected all the cases in total. The High Court 

referees rejected the Case as worthless. Chintan and ?Padambahadur who was being urged on  by a 

human Rights Lawyer Phil Shiner. Then an Immigration pleading organisation, Howe and Co offered 

to do a Pro Bono Case because they would hugely benefit from the large number of Gurkha 

Customers needing Immigration Processing, and the consequent Fees. This Case when presented 

again also failed the test of the referees of the High Court.  Howe and Co had seen Tim Heaver doing 

much of their work of form filling for Gurkhas for ILR and asked him to help and advise, but he also 

knew nothing of the Brigade Kaida, but he had met me at Virginnia Bottomley’s ( MP) People’s 

Problems ‘Surgery’ and I too, was there pushing the case for Kailash Gurung (Cpl 10 GR)who was 

then an illegal Immigrant I asked for him not to be deported. He realised I knew the Gurkha Kaida 

and the history of British involvement with Gurkhas back to 1750, through my forebears, serving in 

the East India Company, and British Indian Army. He asked me to help Gurkhas by making an Expert 

Witness Statement about the treatment of Gurkhas. I said that the Tripartite Agreement was a Fair and 

reasonable , but that CONDITIONS HAD CHANGED and Gurkhas had been unfairly treated, 

through the new rules that came from their Rebranding, which MoD used every time to stop all Cases 

against the Army. During the Court hearing it was excruciating listening to two sets of lawyers 

making statements that were just not true, and in desperation the Judge closed the court as each 

complaint was scotched by MoD, through semi Legal technicality, not commonsense. After six weeks 

the court resumed and the Judgement came out that , NOTHING could be done for the SIX, under the 

prevailing Rules of HQBG, BUT that the Rules for Gurkhas did not reflect the sentiments in the 

Tripartite Agreement and that MoD was ordered to remake the Rules for British Gurkhas, ( 

whose plight had only been PARTIALLY repaired ONLY FOR SERVING Gurkhas in Gurkha Terms 

and Conditions of Service 2007.) 
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After the Judgement by Judge Blake, some of us went to urinate and with me came Col BG and Howe 

&Co’s Barrister David Enright, and they both shook my hand after washing our hands ,they said  that 

my work had won the day. And as we went to leave the Court , David Enright made a speech in the 

Hall/ antechamber  saying that we had won.  Very soon after the hearing and judgement Col BG got 

MoD’s lawyers to mount an Appeal against the judgement that Gurkhas and the Public were not Privy 

to, and that was to overturn the instructions to MoD to remake the rules for Gurkhas, hence no 

changes were made to this day, and all applications by groups and individuals for redress are still 

being rejected.  

 

As I said on Sunday 2 February 2014 in Connaught School Hall, to Maj Damar Ghale, That if We as Engineers 

are asked to build a Bridge we need to know two things, where and how big the aperture for water or other. 

With Gurkhas you need to prove two things , that the Rebranding was illegal as it was a unilateral declaration by 

UK, without Nepal and India being present. You need to prove that the Rebranding was illegal, and THEN have 

the Appeal Ruling against the High Court Ruling of 2008 withdrawn, and the High Court requirement to MoD 

to be implemented.[ A rewrite of  Gorkhali Niam, for all those Not Serving.] 

This may seem to be too simple , but MoD has fought against your attempts  and This Technical device  Alone  is 

what stops you Getting Any Redress  

ONLY if WE ALL DEMAND THIS TOGETHER AND be  UNITED will we have a chance to get what is Right and 

remember when we have the Right , WE  will STILL then need to negotiate rates of recompense as did all those 

individuals who have had  settlements. 

 REMEMBER that until 1996 you Gurkhas HAD NO CHANCE of COMING TO UK, let alone redress, it was 

Maggie Thatcher ordered the continued employment of Gurkhas after 1997. Then Blair allowed non serving 

Gurkhas in here, in 2004  , and  he upped the Pension in 2006, and he had the rules changed in your favour, by 

the Gurkha Terms and Conditions of Service 2007, but that  only satisfied the SERVING Gurkha , not families nor 

burhos.  

UK recruited you to help stabilise the Disbandment of the Empire, Harold Wilson wanted to end Gurkha Service 

after the Confrontation. This was stopped by General Walter Walker a Gurkha British Officer, delaying 

disbandment until the handover of the Colony of Hong Kong when we would have no longer been interested in 

power in the Far East, and when the Sultanate of Brunei was un threatened . 

You are extraordinarily lucky that you still can serve in the British Army, and nowhere does any British Person 

treat you with Bigotry. That is a preposterous allegation.  Every statement by British Officials praises Gurkhas, 

and you have a fantastic following in Britain. 

So stop biting the hand that feeds you, all of you have won the jackpot Just By Being HERE,  on good wages and 

in a modern country with huge opportunities, BUT you still need and rightly , some recompense for the years that 

you were badly treated. Remember that when YOU SIGNED ON There was no possibility for such a bonanza. 

You have already Won, hugely, but still need recompense for the unfair conditions, in between. 

Even though most of you are well off,  None of you care for the oldies who are still being badly treated, all of you 

clamour for is more pensions. And mostly forget those without them. The Indian Gurkha gets all the citizenship 
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rights and the Brit has the benefits of the Welfare State , which is almost identical to the Citizenship Rights of 

Indian Gurkhas, and if we were to give all British Gurkhas and include families  the Rights of Citizenship as from 

Oath Taking , WITHOUT IT AFFECTING YOUR NEPALESE CITIZENSHIP, then it becomes Fair, FOR ALL. 

Remember getting a sociological PhD does not mean that you understand everything or even anything , or even 

get the right answer. Even in maths due to the stupidity of our educators, showing the right method gets a pass 

whereas a wrong answer usually causes a calamity.  It says that you have successfully processed information to 

the requirement of the educational Establishment. [ONLY MATHEMATICS PhDs can prove what they say, except 

when they venture into Statistics which is open to manipulation.]  

Please use the right words. The British, who still support you are getting fed up with your Niang-niang.  Winston 

Churchill, said that only through History will you understand your enemy and the Head of the International 

Monetary Fund  said in her lecture at the Guildhall in London, onTuesday 4 Feb 2014, said we need the lessons 

of history to plan for the Future. 

Join together and ask for what is Right FOR ALL of you, What you have done is, that  instead of finding where the 

“Bridge is to be,   and how much water it must allow through it ”,  we see hoards of very busy Gurkha Heroes 

tramping up and down the riverline, trying to get over the river,  turning the flood plain into a Daldal over which 

it will now be hard to Make a bridge. It now will need some deep piles to make a Bridge there. 

Just be realistic, Aim at a place that will give you success. The only time MoD jumped was when the High Court 

Ruling of 2008 was made public and why it was so swiftly and so secretly Appealed  

 In 2003 on 12 August at the BGWS meeting I offered to be your Gothalo, but your Gurujees and all wanted to 

be Heroes and Save the Gurkhas. I  want you Gurkha Gurujees to unite but you unite only with MangMang, and 

too much waffle. 

UNTIL you Get authority of Parliament to put aside the Appeal on the High Court Ruling of 2008,   MoD has 

you by the balls. [ Parliament makes the Rules and so it  has this power] 

I can argue this with the Select Committee , but  which of you can do this job ? Not even Col Hamish Adams who 

is full of Mang Mang on the Human Rights basis. 

Instead of you all asking me to join with you , ALL OF YOU SHOULD JOIN WITH British Council of 

Gurkhas and we ask for the things that I have outlined, because without Parliamentary Authority to Force 

MoD to remake the Rules for Gurkhas , you only get jillimilli and ghoose , not Rights.  Gurkhas Must have 

the rights of Citizenship as of their enlistment, Not Four Years after, as an Immigrant but as a recruit 

when he  can do his training, and get killed in a year, or even do his training, get Married have a Pregnant 

wife and die inside two years. Kassam khane ma paunu parne. 

 

D.F.Owens.  

4GR ko Bhanja ko bhanja. 

Chairman of the British Council of Gurkhas. 


